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Locals urge to plan ahead
Despite declining statistics, issues with impaired driving continue to be reality in K-W
Heinzel said that while the statistics shows a decline, the problem is
still out there.
“The statistics can vary for a
number of reasons, the main one
being that fewer people are actually drinking and driving. But also
the type and length of enforcement
from one year to the next varies and
the RIDE program might also vary
in terms of how many days we go
out for.”
Although the statistics shows a
decline in the amount of drunk driving cases in Kitchener-Waterloo, organizations within the community
still see it as a concern.
“You can’t really say it’s on the
rise or that it’s going down. In all
honesty, it’s staying the same. It varies from month-to-month,” said
Jolene Knott, vice president for
the Waterloo chapter of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD).
Knott also pointed out that when

talking about drunk driving, there
needs to be consideration towards
drug impairment as well.
“We need to also consider drug
impairment when we talk about
driving impaired, because people
also take drugs and drive just as they
drink and drive.”
Looking at the causes of drunk
driving, Knott believes it comes
from people not thinking ahead.
“People aren’t planning ahead;
I think that is a very big one. They
think they will only have one drink
and they end up staying for most of
the night and getting smashed, and
end up not wanting to leave their car
at the restaurant.”
Knott thinks that people undermining the risk of drinking and
driving is another problem.
“Also people don’t think it’s a risk,
they think they are okay to drive.
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On Feb. 3, the Waterloo Regional
Police Service charged five impaired
drivers in the span of six hours in
Cambridge. Following the incidences, questions have been raised about
whether drinking and driving is a
rising issue in Waterloo Region.
“Although we have a large amount
of people who are compliant and
understand the risks of impaired
driving, there are still unfortunately
a small amount of people who make
bad decisions and choose to drink
and drive,” said Olaf Heinzel, public
affairs coordinator for WRPS.
While the official number of
drunk driving cases is unavailable
for 2013, in 2012 there was a reported 475 cases of drunk driving in Waterloo Region. In 2011, that number
was 517, and 537 in 2010.
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“People aren’t planning
ahead; I think that is a
very big one.”

—Jolene Knott, vice-president for the
Waterloo chapter of MADD

On Feb. 5 and 6, students at Wilfrid Laurier University used the new
ranked voting system to make their
voices heard in the Students’ Union
elections. The new system was
passed by referendum in the 2013
election, instituting a single transferrable voting system for the board
of director and senate positions and
an optional instant runoff voting
system for the president and board
of governor positions.
Jordan Epstein, chair and chief
governance officer at the Students’
Union, discussed the impact the
electoral reform had on the election
results.
Sam Lambert won the election with 51.8 per cent of the votes.
Epstein noted that, regardless of
whether they used the system from
last year or the new ranking system,
Lambert would have won.
Lambert won the first round with
42.6 per cent of the votes. He also
won based on how many times each
candidate was ranked, with 3,571
over Jolliffe’s 3,476 and Justin Tabakian’s 3,259.
“He clearly had the most name
recognition,” said Epstein. “Regardless of what they thought, they put
him on the ballot.”
Additionally, analysis shows that
the majority of first priority votes
for Lambert by faculty and campus
came from the school of business
and economics (SBE) in Waterloo.
He received 822 votes from students
in that faculty. The closest number
of votes that any of the other presidential candidates received from
one faculty was Jolliffe with 634
votes from the faculty of arts.
Total voter turnout this year was
4,326 — or 25.6 per cent of Laurier’s
student population. According to
Epstein, the first year Laurier did
online voting turnout was 33 or 34
per cent.
“That’s concerning on our end,”
he said. “But that’s just an individual
trend. Compared to other universities, we’re not concerned that our
elections are not taken seriously on
News, page 3
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Have a good reading week!
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We’ll be back after the break. Our next issue is on
Feb. 26. For any breaking news, visit thecord.ca.

From the
archives
10 years

WLUSP left homeless
The Wilfrid Laurier University Students’ Union, shortly after its elections, decided to not renew Student
Publications’ lease on the third floor
of the Fred Nichols Campus Centre,
and forced WLUSP — along with its
publications, such as The Cord and
Blueprint — to leave the premises by
May 1, 2004. A proposed building by
the university was to be constructed
with space in mind for WLUSP, but a
hold was put in place. WLUSP eventually relocated to the basement of
MacDonald House residence.
February 11, 2004

30 years

Turret shakin’ all over
According to a Students’ Union report, the Turret floor in the FNCC
had an “unacceptable degree of vibration” with worries of people on
the floor underneath being disturbed. However, there were no
fears of the floor caving in. But the
emergence of dub-step and “bass
dropping” 25 years later certainly
hasn’t helped the situation.
February 16, 1984

Vocal Cord
What are your
thoughts on
‘neknominations’? Do
you find them appropriate?

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE
FROM MEDIA PLANNING AND
MANAGEMENT TO ACCOUNT
COORDINATION AND SALES,
THIS PROGRAM OFFERS THE
UNIQUE SKILLS YOU WILL NEED
TO LAUNCH YOUR CAREER
AS ACCOUNT COORDINATOR,

“In some sense, yes.
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution

Courses begin every January, May and September.

The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly. The
Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation of all relevant
facts in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in a matter
of controversy.

For a list of courses, visit:
www.OpenEd.uoguelph.ca

The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly.
When statements are made that are critical of an individual, or an
organization, we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply
at the earliest time possible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently conflicts of interest and the appearance of
conflicts of interest will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around it,
and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special focus
on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of KitchenerWaterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns of the students of
Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by
neither philosophy nor geography in its mandate.

For further information, contact
Mickey Smart at:
519-824-4120 x56050
Email: msmart@uoguelph.ca

AT ITS VERY BEST

“I was nominated the
other day, I thought
this thing would die off
already.”
– Matthew Schurmann
second-year, BBA

“I don’t approve of it.”
-Shannon McDonne
first-year, BBA

“They’re funny, I support
them.”
– Austin Lorett
second-year, geography

The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilled when debate and
dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper,
and through The Cord’s contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of neither
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the student press is to
act as an agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct the affairs
of our newspaper.
Quote of the week:
“She was just a fetus!”
–Visual Director Kate Turner’s response to Local editor Ashley Denuzzo
stating that Miley Cyrus released a song “20 years ago”

www.OpenEd.uoguelph.ca

Compiled by Ryan Hueglin
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13 new directors, two return
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

Out of the 16 candidates running for
the 15 board of director positions in
this year’s Wilfrid Laurier University
Students’ Union elections, only 14
were announced on Thursday night.
The final spot was between Mohammad Ali Malik and Shawn
Okum. It was announced Friday that
Okum was elected to the board.
According to current chair and
chief governance officer, Jordan Epstein, there was a malfunction with
the new voting system the Students’
Union implemented.
Out of the 15 new directors, two
were acclaimed from Brantford.
These were Melody Parton and Nick
DeSumma.
Matt McLean and Colin Aitchison were re-elected to the board of
directors. While this was only their
first year as directors, their re-election gives them a chance to bring
experience to a very young board.
McLean mentioned during the
campaign period he intends to seek
the chair position on the board.
“It feels good,” McLean said of being re-elected. “It’s nice to have the
opportunity to be able to continue
what we did this past year and enhance it.”
Aitchison has expressed interest
in the vice chair position.
“I just want to make sure the new
board is transitioned as best they
can and mentored as best as they
can,” Aitchison said. “My whole plan
is to revamp the vice chair portfolio
so that it’s more than it currently is.
Because right now, it’s just a director
with a title.”
Rochelle Adamiak was one of the
director-elects and is one of two

Referendum
questions
pass
Board size

Do you support the amendment to
reduce the board of directors from 15
directors to 12?
Passed with 81.62 per cent of the vote

Conflict of Interest

Do you support the amendment to
the WLUSU constitution Article 4
Section 8 to be written as:
‘Directors will not be a full or parttime paid staff member of the corporation during their term on board,
nor use the authority of their position to obtain a paid position upon
cessation of their term.’
Passed with 83.49 per cent of the vote

Referenda submissions

HEATHER DAVIDSON PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Matt McLean, on left with current director Michael Kates, was re-elected for next year’s board.

females that will sit on the board.
“I’m so excited. I can’t believe I
got this. It’s such a great opportunity
and I feel so honoured,” she said.
Adamiak won the lead for director-elects with 445 first priority
votes. She expressed her plans for
her position next year.
“I want to hear more from the
students. I felt, even during the
campaign period, it was really hard
to reach out because people don’t
know enough.”
McLean also brought light to the
low voter turnout at Laurier. With
only 25.6 per cent of the Laurier student body voting, McLean said that

it’s more than just a university issue.
“The voter turnout is low; that’s
always unfortunate and it’s always
a problem to get students engaged,”
he said. “When you look at it democratically across the board, provincial turnout is low, so it seems to be
a democratic thing. It needs to be
addressed here at Laurier and in the
country as a whole.”
With a low female turnout for this
year’s election, Adamiak said she
recognizes it, but doesn’t want it to
be a burden on the incoming board
of directors.
“I definitely want to see more involvement in the future, but for this

year on this board, I just see myself
as another person, a human being,” she said. “So I don’t think that
should influence any decisions.”
Warren Trottier, another directorelect, said the biggest issue for him
and the new board will be the transition into the position.
“We’ll work on leveling out the
learning curve,” he said. “There is
a lot to learn. I’m looking forward
to working with everyone and getting to know the candidates personally. I like to know who I’m working
with and I really cherish who I work
with.”
-With files from Kate Turner

Board of directors: Rochelle Adamiak, Colin Aitchison, Yoad Avitzur, Davis Bretz, Nick DeSumma, Spencer
Gibara, Keegan Goodman, Sujaay Jagannathan, Chris Marshall, Matt McLean, Shawn Okum, Melody Parton, Salman Rana, Jonathan Ricci, Warren Trottier

Do you support the amendment to
the WLUSU constitution Article 3
Section 15 be written as:
‘The board of directors will automatically refer any referendum to
the membership at the next available
Annual General Meeting, Special
General Meeting, or any other General Meeting upon receiving written
request from no less than five percent of the voting membership.’
Passed with 88.55 per cent of the vote

Constitutional
reorganization

Do you support the amendment to
the WLUSU constitution Article 9
Section 1: Every director of the Corporation when exercising the powers
and discharging the duties of a Director must:
a) Act honestly, in good faith, and in
the best interest of the Corporation;
b) Carry out the duties as would a
reasonable person in the circumstances; and
c) Comply with the Corporations
Act, its regulations, any amendments to the Act or its regulations,
all other applicable laws, the Letters Patent, and the By-Laws of the
Corporation.
Passed with 92.28 per cent of the vote

Turnout, trends of new vote system analyzed
—cover

campus because — at the very
least – we’re on par with the other
schools.”
Dani Saad, chief returning officer at the Students’ Union, said that
he wasn’t satisfied with turnout but
that “you never are.”
“It was down from last year, but I
think that’s reflective of the demographics in relation to the candidates that were there,” he continued.
“Brantford was down big time because there were no candidates running for Brantford positions other
than the acclaimed ones. There was
also no female candidate for president and no minority candidate for
president.”
As Saad noted, voter turnout in
Brantford halved this year.
“For the Brantford vote to drop
that drastically is a little worrying,”
Epstein said. “Actually, based on the
way the results look at the moment,
they could have very well decided
who was president.”
Brantford students overwhelmingly voted for Chandler Jolliffe over
the other two candidates.
“There’s nothing to prove that the
trend would have stuck, but if it did,
the candidates were close enough
together that if we had 600 people
vote, just proportionally doubling
those numbers, that very well might
have been enough to swing the
election.”
In terms of WLUSU’s board of directors, the trend was that students

“...we need to be educating people in advance of
elections...so that they
feel comfortable with
ranking people.”
— Jordan Epstein, CGO at the Students’
Union

ranked only one candidate. Epstein
said they were surprised to see this,
as the new voting style allowed
them to rank all 14 candidates.
“For me, with the board system,
that sticks out that we need to be
educating people in advance of elections what makes a good board candidate, what makes a good director,
so that they feel comfortable with
ranking people,” Epstein said.
The opposite trend emerged for
student senators and president,
however. With presidential votes,
most students ranked all three candidates. As well, for senate, more
students ranked all six candidates.
“It shows that, for a position
where people can easily identify
their opinion on who is better than
who, they want to use the full ranking system,” said Epstein.

On Thursday night, results were
delayed due to an issue with the vote
counting for the board of director
positions.
“We had a little coding error that
we’d been trying to resolve for about
a week, but never ended up getting
finalized,” explained Epstein.
For each individual round, the
vote counting system was functioning properly; however, votes
were not being transferred between
rounds. By 12:30 a.m., they were
down to two candidates for the last
director position. Epstein said they
realized they were not going to get to
the final result anytime soon.
“We realized that then, so we just
made it our priority to get the other
results out and get the first 12 directors elected that night out,” he said.
“I do really feel for them that
they were there,” Epstein continued, referring to the final candidates
Mohammad Ali Malik and Shawn
Okum. “Could not have been easy.
But for the sake of every other candidate, we felt it was the right decision to make.”
Okum ended up being the 13th
elected director. “For next year, this
should not be an issue,” he added.
They are also looking at finding better ways to explain the voting system to students as well as
looking at other ballot systems that
would be more user-friendly.
“Overall I was happy with how
the process went and I think the
candidates had a good experience
along with the voters,” said Saad.

KATE TURNER VISUAL DIRECTOR
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New faces of WLUSP
At the Student Publications annual general meeting last Wed.
the president and board of directors for 2014-15 were elected
kate turner
visual director

Dani Saad has been given a second
shot at presidency.
Last Thursday, Wilfrid Laurier
University Student Publications
(WLUSP) held their annual general
meeting, where Saad was elected as
the president and publisher, just one
year after an unsuccessful presidential campaign in the Student’s Union
elections.
However, this time around
the campaign proved to be much
different.
“When I ran for the Students’
Union presidency it was more of
a statement than anything … basically trying to break that inner
circle that everyone perceives as
there, and prove that it is an open
game and anyone can do it,” Saad, a
fifth-year political science student,
explained.
He wanted to prove that those
who weren’t typically associated
with the Students’ Union were still
capable of putting on a successful campaign and getting votes; he
didn’t anticipate a win.
However, his expectations for
the WLUSP elections this year were
much different.
“It was a vision I ran for as president, one that I intended to win and
could see myself in the role and
thought I could give something to it

… it was more of a reality – a realistic goal,” he said.
His work with The Cord as opinion editor, political science background and knowledge of current
affairs naturally drove him to the
role of WLUSP president.
The role does not come without
its struggles; WLUSP is currently
operating under a $20,000 deficit as
projected by the budget approval in
August. However, Saad believes in
a strong balance between financial
responsibility and quality, and won’t
let the deficit diminish the culture of
the organization.
“I don’t want to be running a deficit, so that means you have to be
making financial decisions all the
time and that’s important, but when
you’re making these decisions you
can’t do it exclusively with finances
in mind,” he explained.
He believes that student media is
of crucial importance to Laurier, as
it provides a neutral and objective
account of what’s happening on and
off campus.
“I think it plays in a lot to transparency and accountability. So
making sure that internal and external stakeholders to Laurier are
being accountable and their actions
are transparent to the community,”
he said.
Like Saad, elected board member Abdiasis Issa also believes in
the importance of student media on

campus.
“As a student you want to know
what’s going on and how you can
make a difference, and why things
are happening. They want to be
more informed … and have that
sense of responsibility in their lives
and know what’s happening in their
community and their school,” he
stated.
In addition to Saad and Issa,
Taylor Berzins, Shelby Blackley
and Neha Soni were elected onto
WLUSP’s incoming board of directors. This is the first time in recent
memory that representatives from
both campuses have been elected to
the board, and the first multi-campus election for WLUSP.
Saad is preparing to take his
knowledge from the past year and
bring it to his new position when he
takes over for current WLUSP president and publisher Allison Leonard
in May. However, at this moment,
he isn’t looking too far ahead.
“My focus right now is just transitioning, beyond that are just some
organizational goals that we can
carry through, particularly ones that
are in the works now so they continue on next year so nothing goes unnoticed or unfinished,” he stated.
“I’m just trying to do my best to
transition into the role smoothly
and pick up where [Leonard] left off
so it’s smooth for not only me, but
the organization.”

kate turner visual director

Saad is the new president and publisher for Student Publications.

Laurier in brief

Library
looks
forward

Brantford YMCA construction update

Construction will begin in Brantford
on a new athletics and recreation
facility this summer. The Laurier
Brantford YMCA Athletic and Recreation Centre—supported by a $3.6
million contribution from Laurier
Brantford undergraduate students
and $40 million from various levels of government—will serve students, in addition to the surrounding Brantford, Brant County and Six
Nations communities.
The total cost of the facility, which
is a partnership between Laurier
Brantford and the YMCA of Hamilton/Burlington/Brantford, will be
$58.4 million.
The athletics and recreation facility will include two pools, multipurpose areas for classes, a gymnasium with retractable seating and a
health and wellness centre, including fitness equipment. It will be
built on the south side of Colborne
Street.

bryan stephens
lead reporter

Big changes could soon be in store
for the library on Wilfrid Laurier
University’s Waterloo campus.
Following last Friday’s town hall
meetings in the Concourse and
campus library, the Laurier library is
putting together a new master plan
to guide and prepare for any future
renovations and changes that might
be undertaken in years to come.
“I think the most important part
of the master plan is having a good,
holistic picture of what we want
to achieve,” said Gohar Ashoughian, the university librarian. “Having a master plan, it will guide
our priorities, investments and
decision-making.”
Ashoughian believes that the plan
holds the key to envisioning Laurier’s library into the 21st century.
“The library is here to deliver the
best possible services to support
teaching, learning and research. By
doing that, we want to engage and
employ the most innovative approaches, and to ensure that the services we are providing are relevant,
make sense and state of the art,”
said Ashoughian.
The firm Laurier selected to consult on for the development of the
master plan was CannonDesign.
They consulted with ten other universities last year on their master
plans, including Guelph University.
They are also the same firm that is
developing the Athletic Centre in
Brantford.
Friday’s meeting marked the beginning of a three-part process, in

jody waardenburg lead photographer

The Laurier community was invited to hear a presentation about the future of the library on campus.

which feedback was gathered based
upon faculty and student reactions
to some of the proposals put forth by
CannonDesign, such as the need for
study space and the increasing integration of technology into learning.
On Mar. 11, CannonDesign will
be returning to Laurier for a workshop with the Library Space Master
Plan Committee as well as meetings
with library and university administration. On Apr. 3, another town
hall meeting is being planned for the
campus community wherein CannonDesign will share their findings
and opportunities.
“One of my goals is, having done
this a few times, [that] we get really good campus feedback and
community feedback,” said Bradley Lukanic, executive director for
CannonDesign.

“Some of the best studies we’ve
done has been the result of good
participation and that you learn
about the things that matter to the
community you are working with.”
While Lukanic said it is too
early to say what Laurier’s master
plan might look like, he does believe it will be based around phased
implementation.
“It wouldn’t be a major renovation that everybody would move out,
but a gradual change of making improvements to respond to the guidance of the plan.”
Funding is also something that
would need to be established.
“In terms of funding for this, there
is none yet identified for any renovations that the master plan will
suggest. Each step of the way will be
developed separately to understand

what the cost would be,” said
Ashoughian.
When the time does come to figure out the budget for proposed
plans, Ashoughian said that the primary source of funding is going to
be fundraising. The architects, however, are being paid by carry-forward funds from last year’s budget.
Though no concrete plans have
been established, there is still a feeling of excitement for what the master plan could propose.
“One of the things I’m most excited about with this campus is that
it is a very large campus in terms of
population, but it’s also a very tight
campus that has buildings engaged
in different ways, with great importance on the library. It’s fun to
see where this is going to go,” said
Lukanic.

Laurier prof to do reading in
Toronto

On Feb. 12 a Wilfrid Laurier University professor will be taking part
in an event at the Toronto Reference Library for CBC’s Canada reads
competition. The event will run 7:00
to 8:30 p.m.
Morgan Holmes, who is an associate professor of sociology, will
be reading a passage from the book
Annabel, by Kathleen Winter, and
then discussing it in an interview
with CBC Radio One’s Gill Deacon.
Holmes will join five others doing
a live reading and interview, including Toronto mayor David Miller, jazz
musician Juliet Dunn, Access Alliance Multicultural Health and Community Services senior researcher
Yogendra Shakya and Cherie Dimaline, the University of Toronto’s First
Nations writer in residence.
—Compiled by Lindsay Purchase
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Firm
hired
for site

‘Giving back’ to
high-schoolers
AMANDA SPEARING
STAFF WRITER

BRYAN STEPHENS
LEAD REPORTER

Last week, Wilfrid Laurier University announced that mStoner was the
firm selected to design the public
face of the university’s new website.
mStoner assisted Laurier in 2012
with the first phase of the university’s renewal process.
“They were, by far, the most qualified firm that came to the table with
the right experience,” said Helen Exley, associate director of marketing
and creative services at Laurier.
Last week, mStoner was on campus working with focus groups to
better understand the needs and
wants of the Laurier community
towards the new site. They are currently in the strategy phase, planning out the site’s navigation based
on feedback.
“It was about finding out the story
of what people who are associated
with Laurier tell, what they value
and what sets us apart as an institution,” said Tom Buckley, assistant
VP: academic services for WLU.
“This will not only help define the
structure, but the content and story
of the main page and those that surround it.”
Plans for the website include a
more responsive and accessible
design that will make navigating
around the website much easier for
its users. This includes making it responsive to the device that is making the request and ensuring that
the users with visual impairments
and other types of restrictions are
able to navigate and find what they
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are looking for.
“There are some industry standards we have to meet, but we also
want to go with an open slate, where
if you land on the main page you
have a very good idea where to go
next to find what is most relevant,”
said Buckley.
The overall goal of the renewal is
trying to modernize WLU’s website.
“It is about trying to build something that reflects who we are that
does justice to us as an academy,”
said Buckley.
“Most evidently our website is old
and outdated, and needs a fresh look
to represent our visible identity. It
needs to be more user-friendly for
current and prospective students to
use,” said Exley.
The website is expected to be released in the fall. The development
team is confident it will be completed on time.
“We have an aggressive timeline
to follow. It’s a high priority for all

of us and we hope to stay on track
for the full time. We will be regularly communicating to the Laurier
community, so everybody will know
where we are at each stage,” said
Exley.
“The community is impatient, as
am I; we are long overdue for a website renewal. But before the end of
this calendar year, wlu.ca will look
more modern and different than it
does today,” said Buckley.
Moving into the summer, the next
phase will see some of the concept
prototypes for the website being
tested, while auditing the current
website’s content and developing
the new content in time for the fall.
Overall, the feeling for the renewal process is positive.
“It’s an exciting project that Laurier is embarking on and we are really excited to be telling the Laurier
story, and having that wow factor
when people come and look at Laurier’s site,” said Exley.

High school students from the
Kitchener-Waterloo area spent the
day at Wilfrid Laurier University on
Friday for Beating the Odds, an annual conference hosted by the Association of Black Students (ABS).
At the event, students participated in workshops and listened to
speakers geared towards promoting
self-worth and a brighter outlook on
the future.
Beating the Odds was created in
response to a study done by Laurier
alumnus, David Green, who discovered a high level of dropout rates
locally.
“ABS decided to give back to the
K-W community by hosting this
conference,” Bianca Lambert, coordinator of this year’s Beating the
Odds conference, explained.
This year’s theme was “Limitless,
what will you conquer today? What
will you conquer tomorrow?” Lambert also made it her goal to have
mental health as a theme of this
conference.
“Mental health is something that
is not discussed or talked about in
the black community, so I wanted
to specifically deal with [the fact
that] everybody thinks of mental
health as a stigma or a mental illness, where mental health can deal
with stress, as well as anxiety,” Lambert said.

The event was held in the Turret
and involved ten to 11 high schools
from the Kitchener, Waterloo and
Cambridge area.
There were two workshops that
were held over the course of the day.
The first one was titled “Perseverance” and involved workshop leaders talking to students about dealing
with stress and how they overcame
obstacles in their own lives.
The second workshop was called
“Define Yourself.” Here, students
did an activity that emphasized the
fact that their life experiences do not
define them. Rather, they have to
define themselves.
“This is the only workshop like
this that I can go to. It helps remind
us of our value,” Chrystel Bonda, a
student from Forest Heights Collegiate Institute who attended the
conference, explained.
Beating the Odds started out with
30 students participating and has
now grown to approximately 100
students.
“I hope these kids are having as
much fun as I am currently,” Pauline
Janke, a teacher from Jacob Hespeler
Secondary School commented.
According to Lambert, this year’s
conference was a success.
“From what I heard from a lot of
the team leaders, the kids got really
emotional. They were able to connect to the theme, which is what I
wanted. I was happy with how it
went,” Lambert concluded.

@cordnews

Sharing secrets for wellness
Frank Warren from PostSecret addressed mental health at WLU
KAITLYN SEVERIN
STAFF WRITER

Sharing your secrets with a group
of strangers might not sound like a
conventional Friday night spent at
The Turret, but that is exactly what
students at Wilfrid Laurier University did on Feb. 7.
Students were invited to listen to
Frank Warren, creator of the internationally famous website ‘PostSecret’, talk about the site’s origins and
the impact it’s made on millions of
people around the world.
The PostSecret website describes
itself as “an ongoing community art
project where people mail in their
secrets anonymously on one side of
a postcard.” Postcards come in from
all over the world and Warren uploads the secrets each Sunday to the
website.
Secrets can also be found in several published books.
The purpose of bringing Warren
to Laurier was to raise awareness
around mental health.
“Students will experience at times
things that are difficult, things that
are challenging and things that are
joyful, and that’s just a normal part
of the human experience,” explained
Adrienne Luft, Laurier mental
health and student support team
leader. “Part of what we wanted to
address and encourage would be
… to reach out when you’re having
those difficult times.”
Luft, and volunteers of the mental health and student support team,
organized the free event. Luft explained that students and staff
brought the idea to her because they
felt PostSecret fit the theme of mental health awareness on Laurier’s

“I believe we all have secrets and everyday we face
a choice about what to do with them”

—Frank Warren, creator of PostSecret
campus.
According to Luft, over 400 students signed up for tickets to attend
the PostSecret event, making it a full
house.
To make it free for students, the
Ross and Doris Dixon Charitable
Foundation funded the event. The
Foundation aims to support student
mental health and wellness through
initiatives of Laurier’s mental health
strategy.
The student support team hopes
an event related to PostSecret will
continue for the next few years at
Laurier.
“I was extremely excited about the
event because we get to talk about
mental health and life experiences
... The things that excite you and
freak you out is a huge part of how
you live your life and how you enjoy
it,” said Stephanie Torr, a fifth-year
global studies and religion and culture student.
Marie Louise Lariviere, a thirdyear psychology student, also felt
inspired.
“Someone asked me today what
the point of PostSecret was and, as
opposed to being a place where you
can reveal your secrets, it’s finding
a place where you realize you’re not
alone.”
At the event, Warren told his

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE
FROM TRADE SHOWS TO

own stories of mental health issues
growing up. He gave Laurier students advice on how to reveal their
own secrets and how to deal with
them.
In the last part of the show, members of the audience were able to
share their secrets with the crowd.
Students shared secrets of abuse,
depression and phobias.
Warren explained the event at
Laurier, which was part of his North
American tour, was the last in
Canada.
“It’s been a great way to end it,” he
said. “Not only was it a full house,
but also the students were enthusiastic and warm and most importantly, they were really vulnerable
and courageous and supportive. I
think that’s a great spirit and it really left me with a high.”
Since its creation in 2004, PostSecret has received over half a million postcards from around the
globe.
“I believe we all have secrets and
everyday we face a choice about
what to do with them. Whether
to box them up inside us and bury
them where we can hide them forever, or to bring them out into the
light and share with the people we
trust like gifts,” Warren said during
his presentation.

WEDDINGS TO CULTURAL
FESTIVALS, THIS PROGRAM
OFFERS THE UNIQUE SKILLS
YOU WILL NEED TO LAUNCH
YOUR CAREER AS AN EVENT
COORDINATOR, SPECIAL
EVENTS ORGANIZER, ACCOUNT
REPRESENTATIVE, CORPORATE
MEETING PLANNER AND
MANY OTHER EXCITING
CAREER OPTIONS.
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‘Islamophobia’ tackled
at collaborative event
LINDSAY PURCHASE
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

The American empire is in decline
and in denial, and Muslims are experiencing its wrath, according to
Omid Safi.
He also believes it’s time to
fight back – with love, justice and
education.
Safi is a professor of Islamic studies at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He spoke to an
audience of students, academics
and community members at Wilfrid
Laurier University on Monday on
the topic of “Islamophobia, justice
and pluralism.”
Safi focused part of his lecture on
the way in which American society,
through a fear of the other, has increasingly marginalized Muslims
and the impact it has had on how
Islamic populations define themselves within the country.
“None of us are in the business
of humanizing ourselves,” he said,
on the ways in which Muslims have
been made to defend themselves in
society. He noted the starting point
of change, not the end goal, should
be the recognition of a common
humanity.
Safi identified the changing of logos of various Islamic associations
to incorporate the American flag after 9/11 as an example of Muslims
having to demonstrate their ability
to be patriotic alongside their faith.
While much of the focus academically and in community circles has
been on educating about Islam to
diminish ignorance and fear, this is
only one part of how people should
be responding to the oppressive system, Safi asserted.

“That work is necessary and that
work is important … but educating
people about Islam is not the final
remedy,” Safi said.
Safi drew on the “indefinite detention” of Muslim males without
charge or trial in Guantanamo Bay
and excessive military spending
as examples of problems that are
not being confronted by American
citizens.
“That inability, unwillingness or
refusal to challenge a racist system
is something we have to confront,”
he added.
The event, which was hosted in
the Maureen Forrester Hall, was
sponsored by the faculty of arts and
the Muslim studies option, with the
Ismaili Council for Ontario.
While the event drew a large
crowd, it was not without controversy that the decision was made
to bring Safi to give his lecture at
Laurier.
According to Ali Zaidi, the co-coordinator of the Muslim studies option and one of the event organizers,
Safi’s progressive views on issues
like gay rights are viewed by some as
contradictory to traditional Islamic
views.
“I think there were people who
did not come to the event yesterday,
who boycotted it,” he said.
Safi, however, was seen as a figure
whose views on social justice issues
would appeal to a broad group and
who would be able to connect with
both academics and community
members.
Zaidi continued, “I think this is a
work in progress and probably there
are some legitimate criticisms that
some people will make. We are not
going to ignore those criticisms. At

“None of us are in the
business of humanizing
ourselves.”

—Omid Safi, professor of Islamic studies at the University of North Carolina

the same time, we have to be aware
of the academic setting ... and the
secular institution which we’re
working in.”
In spite of the challenges of
bringing in a controversial speaker
and coordinating engagement with
both the academic and broader
community, Zaidi felt that the event
went well.
“I am overall delighted at this first
initiative and endeavour that we’ve
taken,” he said.
The lecture was followed by a
brief question and answer period.
One question was posed from an
audience member on how the “disease” of a fear of the other can be
overcome.
For Safi, it’s about connecting
through a basic message: love for
your children.
“These are universals that I see:
everybody loves their babies,” he
said.
“All I want us to do is connect our
love for our kids to the love other
people have for their kids.”

WILL HUANG STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Omid Safi spoke at Laurier on the marginalization of Muslims.

BASED ON GREEN DAY’S GRAMMY® AWARD-WINNING
MULTI-PLATINUM ALBUM

the groundbreaking BROADWAY musical
Sat, 8 Mar. @ 8PM
Sit anywhere in the house for $30 with

30 Under 30*

*Subject to availability. Some restrictions may apply.
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Airport considers $100M expansion
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

In the next 20 years, the Region
of Waterloo International Airport
could see major changes.
With a new master plan, the Waterloo airport has the potential to
put anywhere from $5 million to
over $100 million into its facilities
and services.
The master plan, which provides
a set of recommendations for future airport development, allows the
region to invest money to accommodate the citizens of the area. According to a regional report on the
master plan, there are four potential
options.
The status quo would allow the
airport to remain as it is, but improve the condition of the terminals
and runways. The high-growth option, which is the highest possible
option, could see the airport become a feeder to Pearson Airport in
Toronto.
According to Chris Wood, general
manager of the Waterloo airport,
nothing is set for how much the
project will cost.
“We’re just really trying to figure
out what we want to do with the airport for the next 20 years,” he said.
“A couple of the options are to grow
and expand and one of the options is
to stay the same.”
The decision for what will happen to the airport will come from the

heather davidson photography manager

Region of Waterloo airport has a set of recommendations that could cost between $5-100 million.

regional council and consultation
with the general public in the Region
of Waterloo.
A public consultation was held at
the Waterloo Region Museum last
Thursday.
Sean Strickland, a councillor for
the Region of Waterloo, said that
the investment looks at a number of
issues, including noise around the
area in Breslau.
“Actually, if we expand the

airport, it will be less noisy because
it means we’ll be able to extend the
runways and the flights will be able
to fly higher, longer,” Strickland said.
“[This] would decrease the noise
level for the neighbours,” Strickland
explained.
Additionally, Strickland said that
the airport currently has a subsidy
of over $6 million for taxpayers in
the Region of Waterloo. He also
said that the citizens and the council

Waste
diverts
noted

Boathouse gets
new ownership
Bill MacTavish shares his vision for venue
jordan smith
staff writer

LAURA BUCK
LEAD REPORTER

The Region of Waterloo has been
ranked among the top 20 municipalities in Ontario for waste
diversion.
Waterloo Region was ranked 16th
in the province by Waste Diversion
Ontario after successfully diverting 52.5 per cent of residential waste
away from landfills in 2012.
Cari Rastas Howard, project
manager for waste management
programs at the Region of Waterloo,
was pleased by the results. However, she noted that Waterloo actually ranks even higher for waste
diversion among similar-sized
municipalities.
“If we compare ourselves to our
WDO list of similar-sized municipalities, we’re actually third of six
and the bottom three of our similar
sized municipalities did not even
make the top 20,” she shared.
“So we’re really happy with our
ranking.”
Waste Diversion Ontario is a
provincial not-for-profit organization that provides oversight for
the development, implementation
and operation of waste diversion
programs from the ministry of the
environment.
Guelph came in at first place, diverting 67.7 per cent of waste.
Municipalities are scored according to the percentage of blue box and
other residential waste that is kept
out of landfills.
Municipalities across the province report to WDO.
The overall diversion rate for the
province in 2012 was about 47 per
cent.
Residents in Waterloo Region
disposed of 194,529 tonnes of waste

need to decide if they want to continue to pay into it for the next 20
years.
“The [current] status quo option is costing taxpayers six million bucks a year. It runs a taxpayers
subsidy of $6 million a year and you
have airports in London, Ontario
and Hamilton, which generate net
revenue back into the municipality.”
“So, from my perspective, we
need to look at how much does it

cost to run the airport and how
much is the public willing to continue to subsidize it?” he added.
On Feb. 6, regional councilors
presented the four options to the
public at an information session.
However, Wood emphasized that a
decision on what to do with the airport has not been reached and that
the region is still in the planning
phase.
“We’re just trying to come up with
a plan of what potentially to do with
the airport,” Wood said. “No decision has been made, so there are no
expansion plans.”
However, Strickland shared that
he believes the airport should be invested in to grow the economy in the
region.
“I think we should grow the airport,” he said. “It’s a great asset and
a great economic development tool.
We should grow it and operate it on
a break-even basis. There’s no reason to be subsidizing it for $6 million a year.”
Strickland said the council is hoping to have a decision in April or
May of this year, but no timeline
has been given for when development could begin if a larger plan is
chosen.
“It’s complex,” Strickland warned.
“… There are lots of different variables for the public to consider
and ultimately for the council to
weigh in on when we make our final
decision.”

ryan hueglin photography manager

Waste Diversion Ontario praises Waterloo Region after residents
successfully divert 52.5 per cent of waste from landfills in 2012.

material in 2012 and 102,163 tonnes
of that total was diverted.
Howard explained that the Region
does not have a set goal in terms of
waste diversion.
“There are a couple of reasons for
that,” she said. “It’s hard to quantify
all of the diversion that takes place
in Waterloo Region.”
There are certain formats of waste
diversion that the Region does not
have control over, such as recycling,
and bottle returns.
“The other reasons we have not
set a hard target [is that] things are
done by weight in waste management and it doesn’t necessarily reflect how much space we’ve actually
successfully saved in our landfill,”
she added.
“It’s more about what we’re managing to divert from our landfill than
an actual number.”
Michael Scott, chief executive officer at WDO, was also
pleased by the results of Ontario’s

municipalities, noting that Waterloo
actually exceeded the overall provincial rate of 47.1 per cent.
“Municipalities in the province
are achieving good results,” said
Scott. “The top 20 give a picture
of where the best results are being
achieved in the province.”
Scott believes there remains significant room for improvement
across the province.
“We’re making some progress,”
Scott said, “but not as much as some
people would like. Our diversion
rates still need to continue to go up.”
Howard was appreciative of the
efforts of the community to curb the
environmental impact of waste.
“We’re very pleased with how the
Region of Waterloo residents participate in our diversion program,”
Howard said.
“All of our diversion programs in
the region are purely voluntary, so
we’re really happy to be at a 52.5 per
cent diversion rate.”

Kitchener’s former concert hall,
Boathouse, is retuning their venue
this summer.
The building, which is situated
on the lake front by Victoria Park
was available for new ownership after being abandoned by its previous
owner.
Six prospects were shortlisted and
the keys were finally handed over to
Bill MacTavish and his partner Mark
Forwell.
MacTavish, the owner of Imbibe
Food and Drink, intends to maintain
the venue as a restaurant and music hall.
But before the doors can open, a
significant amount of work has to be
done to the building.
“A whole bunch, there’s two big
things that we have to do,” MacTavish said. “We have to completely
replace the HVAC system and then
we’re completely redoing the electrical and plumbing.'
'Basically we have to bring everything up to code and because it’s
a city building we have to make it
accessible.”
Some criticism has arisen about
the costs of the project. Ward nine
councillor Frank Etherington had
voiced concerns over the cost of the
project and the bidding process.
“There are two problems I had
with the Boathouse; one of them has
to do with cost, which I think is too
much,” Etherington said.
According to Etherington, the city
of Kitchener will put in $410,000
and MacTavish will put in $168,000.
Etherington voted against the final
bid that was approved 7-2 by city
councillors.
“I have questions about whether
that situation involving that amount
of money was in fact offered to all
of the original bidders,” he added.

“I think it was a flawed process and
it may have changed along the way
and that’s what’s troubling me.”
In terms of money invested MacTavish contests that “whether it’s
us in there or anyone else in there
unless the city was going to sell the
building they would have had to do
[the renovations] regardless of what
was going in.”
Despite Etherington’s concerns
do not consider the profit that will
come from tourism and cultural
attractions.
“Certainly the city will get back
the amount of money it’s putting
in there,” MacTavish said. “It’ll be
spectacular sitting there on the lake
with the beautiful restaurant and
beautiful sound. It will be a very
elaborate venture; it won’t bear
much resemblance to the original
Boathouse.”
Etherington also believes that the
bidding process may have had some
problems, as only one bidder remained at the end for consideration,
out of an original six proposals.
The doors to the new Boathouse
will open summer 2014 and the venue will be offering live music and a
full restaurant menu.
“We’re going to have live music
the majority of the time; we’re also
going to be a full-service restaurant,” noted MacTavish.
He sees the revamped facility being a hub for the music enthusiast
regardless of musical preference.
“We’re not going to be a blues bar,
we’re not going to be a jazz bar, we
might have certain nights but we
want to make sure that it’s accessible to everyone,” he said.
=“If you’re a music lover we’re going to be able to provide something
for you.”
MacTavish continued, “We’re super excited that we’re the ones doing
this. We feel a sense of responsibility to the community.”
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Local protestors stood outside Channer’s Men’s Apparel against alleged abuse of Canadian wildlife when manufacturing winter apparel.

Protestors dispute Canada Goose
LAURA BUCK
LEAD REPORTER

Canada Goose jackets have become
wildly popular in terms of winter
apparel — but not everyone thinks
they are morally correct.
The Kitchener Ontario Animal
Liberation Alliance (KOALA) rallied
in front of Channer’s Men’s Apparel
in uptown Waterloo on Saturday to
raise awareness about animal abuse
and to protest the sale of Canada Goose jackets. KOALA speaks
openly about the alleged abuse of
Canadian wildlife in the manufacturing of the popular winter apparel.
Canada Goose, a Canadian outdoor clothing company, uses real
coyote fur as trim on the hoods of
their popular parkas.
“We’ve done protests against fur
farms in the area here and we’ve
protested at Channer’s a few times,”
shared Malcolm Klimowicz from
KOALA. “We had a lot of good

responses from the public.”
According to Klimowicz, Canada
Goose uses leg-hold traps to capture coyotes — a practice that is only
permitted by licensed trappers.
“The animals get stuck there and
they could be out there for weeks
sometimes,” Klimowicz said. “They
will chew off their own legs, they
will freeze or starve to death; they
could be eaten by other animals.
They also don’t only catch coyotes;
they catch companion animals, like
cats and dogs.”
“When they do catch them they
are often beaten to death so that
they don’t ruin the pelt,” Klimowicz
explained.
Bill Townsend of Channer’s Apparel spoke with The Cord in an interview and said that the store did
not experience any problems with
KOALA’s protest.
“They stand outside and chant
about not buying fur ... most of
our customers don’t put much

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE

weight into what they are saying,”
Townsend shared.
Townsend also believes that Canada Goose obtains their fur in a humane fashion.
“The fur trim on the coats is an
integral part of what they do and it
is acquired in a humane fashion if
you can call it that,” said Townsend.
“This is done through a managed
process and the fur is just a result of
that process. Canada Goose utilizes
the fur and makes the product.”
Despite the efforts of the protesters, Townsend also did not foresee any change in Channer’s sale of
Canada Goose products.
“Canada Goose is a huge part of
our business,” Townsend added.
“There is a commerce attached to
the fur trade and there is a trickle
down. This fur trade is providing
jobs for people and it is creating
commerce.”
Jack Kinch, executive director at
the Kitchener-Waterloo Humane

Society, explained that the commercial use of animal by-products, including the use of fur, is not considered to be animal abuse under the
rules and legislation of Canada, the
province of Ontario and the Waterloo Region.
“We’re against using animals for
testing and that sort of thing, but we
also recognize that there are industries that rely on animals for their
products,” Kinch said.
KOALA recognizes the legislation
that allows for the commercial use
of animal by-products.
However, they advocate for the
liberation of all animals and do not
agree with any ethical argument regarding the use of fur for the clothing industry.
“The majority of people who wear
these things live in southern Ontario where it’s really not that cold,”
Klimowicz said. “I think the point
is that having fur trim is really not
necessary on a jacket.”

“If the public is aware
of the risks associated,
reasonable people will
make the right decisions.”
—Olaf Heinzel, public affairs coordinator for the Waterloo Regional Police
Service
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They don’t realize they are impaired, or how impaired they are,
which unfortunately is the more
accurate statement in all honesty.
You sometimes hear people say
they drive better then when they
are drunk, when in fact that is completely false,” said Knott.
Preventing drunk driving comes
down to the importance of public
awareness.
“Public awareness is what makes
all the difference. If the public is
aware of the risks associated, reasonable people will make the right
decisions,” said Heinzel.
Teaching the public about the
consequences of the impact of
drinking when driving is also key,
Heinzel believes.
“It’s a question of keeping the
public informed about the risks associated with it … It’s about reinforcing the message that it is unacceptable to drink and drive.”

AT ITS VERY BEST

www.conestogac.on.ca
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Job rise still slow
LINDSAY PURCHASE
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

JANE LYTVYNENKO CANADIAN UNIVERSITY PRESS

Conservative budgets aims to lessen student debts and grow work opportunities for Canadian youth.

Budget notes youth issues
JANE LYTVYNENKO
OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

OTTAWA (CUP) — In a bid to foster
job creation, the Conservative budget, presented on Feb. 11, took a student and training focus.
Aiming to ease debt loads and address a “skills mismatch,” the Economic Action Plan introduced new
programs and changes in funding to
existing government initiatives like
apprenticeships, internships and research funding.
“Creating jobs and opportunities remains our government’s top
priority,” said Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty in his budget speech to the
House of Commons.
“We’re making sure that opportunities are there for everyone.”
In an initiative to train new workers for available jobs, the Economic
Action Plan 2014 announced changes to the Canada Job Grant program,
which was created with the last
year’s budget.
The new program will be
launched this year and direct up to
$15,000 per trainee in funding from
the government and employer.
Since its introduction the program was met with pushback by
the provinces, who were originally asked to provide $5,000 of the
$15,000 funding.
Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau
said the Conservatives promised the
grant a year ago and were not able to
deliver. Although the program is set
to begin Apr. 1, Leader of the Opposition Tom Mulcair is also skeptical.
“This cannot be done without the
provinces,” he said to journalists on
Parliament Hill.
While employers are still

“We don’t want to pass
on our debts to future
generations.”

—Jim Flaherty, Finance Minister of
Canada

responsible for providing a third of
the grant, the budget says if provinces refuse to negotiate an agreement, the remainder of the funding
will be provided directly through
Service Canada.
Employers will also be able to
provide their share of the grant
through wages, reducing the burden
of coming up with $5,000 up front.
The new budget also created the
Canada Apprentice Loan as a part of
the Canada Student Loans Program.
The loan will “provide apprentices
registered in Red Seal trades with
access to over $100 million in interest-free loans each year.”
An apprentice will be eligible for
up to $4,000 in loans per period of
training. The budget says, “at least
26,000 apprentices are expected to
apply.”
“Anytime interest-free loans are
made available to students it’s a
positive step,” said Jon Champagne,

Canadian Alliance of Student Associations (CASA) national director.
CASA chair Amanda Neilsen
agreed and said the budget and loan
program are “a step in the right
direction.”
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) national chairperson Jessica
McCormick was not as happy with
the new loans program.
She said rather than adding to the
constantly growing student debt in
the country, the government needs
to allocate funds to grants and nonrepayable assistance.
Another project, the Flexibility
and Innovation in Apprenticeship
and Technical Training, is aimed
at encouraging innovative training
techniques for technical apprentice
training.
While only a pilot project, the
FIATT will have the ability to support 12 multi-year programs implementing training techniques such as
simulators, video conferencing and
online learning.
FIATT will see $13 million in
funding over four years, starting this
year.
The Youth Employment Strategy
overseen by the government annually receives $300 million for skills
and experience acquisition.
The government will review the
program to “align it with the evolving realities of the job market.” According to the budget the program
will likely focus on science, technology, engineering, math and skilled
trade sectors.
Flaherty said the government is
on track to balancing the budget
next year as projected.
“We don’t want to pass on our
debts to future generations,” he said.

Figures reported by the Ontario government are showing an increase of
6,000 net jobs in the province for the
first month of 2014.
Drawing on data from Statistics
Canada, the ministry of economic
development, trade and employment released that employment in
Ontario is 2.6 per cent higher than
the pre-recession peak, which saw a
labour force of 6,708,600 people in
September 2008.
But according to an Ontario
Federation of Labour representative, employment growth does
not necessarily lead to meaningful
employment.
“It doesn’t mean that everyone
has a good, paying full-time job,”
said Brynne Sinclair-Waters, a researcher for the OFL, on what the
employment statistics indicate. “It
just means they’re working. They
may not have the hours they want ,
for example, or they may not be putting the skills they have to use.”
Underemployment—in terms of
hours and skill alignment—has been
a notable problem for Ontario’s
post-secondary graduates.
The youth unemployment rate
continues to be much higher than
before the recession, sitting currently at 16.5 per cent—a drop of 0.2 per
cent from the previous month. This
compares to a 2008 unemployment
rate of 13.7 per cent and a current
national average of 13.9.
According to Sinclair-Waters, this
means that 92,000 additional jobs
have to be created in order to return
to the pre-recession youth employment levels.
“There really is a structural gap

that has been established in the Ontario economy between young people and adults,” she said. “We see a
very slow recovery for the population as a whole, but not for young
people. Employment rates dropped
and they completely stagnated since
2009.”
The ‘youth’ category includes
young people ages 15-24, a broad
category that encompasses people
at a high school and post-secondary
level.
This can make it difficult to determine how graduates are faring in the
job market.
“15 year-olds in high school are
going to be in different employment scenarios than 24-year-olds
out of university or college. There’s
a whole host of different factors
that are going into it, so it’s not very
clean to measure,” noted Ontario
Undergraduate Student Alliance VP:
finance Stephen Franchetto.
The Ontario Youth Jobs Strategy
is one way in which the government
is attempting to tackle unemployment in the province. It involves an
investment of $195 million over a
two-year period to create jobs and
provide incentives to employers.
While Sinclair-Waters believes
that the initiative is a positive one,
she noted that a move away from
austerity measures that negatively
impact youth and an expansion of
the program to match the scope of
the problem are necessary.
“We’re going to need broader action than that to address youth
unemployment in Ontario,” she
admitted.
Statistics Canada reported that
employment gains in 2013 across
Canada had the slowest growth rate
since 2009.

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE
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T i m e
w e l l
w a s t e d
Oh, the dreaded mid-term season —
the one of two times this semester
where caffeine levels spike, sleep becomes increasingly elusive and your
diet consists of nothing but pizza and
Ritz crackers. Reading Week is approaching, but the stress doesn’t dissipate before or even after, and we know
our professors love to book midterms
after a week-long fest of alcoholic

incredibox.com
If jazz, hip-hop and beat box enthusiasts joined together for an acapella
group, this would be the result. In
this track generator, you pick the
beats, sounds and melodies.
You just compile some beats or
sounds and listen to how it meshes
together — zero musical knowledge
is required. You’ll be surprised how
long you could spend on this.

drunkronswanson.com
If you want something really — and
we mean really — mindless, then
there’s this GIF of Ron Swanson,
drunk, dancing to a Flo Rida song.
Like, it just fits. Need we say more?

debauchery.
Procrastination isn’t that bad. Well,
at least not all the time. After your eyes
have been glued to a textbook and a
computer screen for eight hours, you
need some mindless and nonsensical
fun; so you usually open up a new tab
on your Internet browser.
Of course there’s BuzzFeed, Tumblr,
Reddit and StumbleUpon, but there

montereybayaquarium.
org/efc/efc_opensea/
open_sea_cam.aspx
Aquariums can be tranquil and relaxing — and probably your only opportunity to see a live shark. Well,
they can also be expensive, but if
you’re fascinated by the water underworld, then this live stream may
be a quick fix. It’s 24/7 and live, so
you can watch at 5 a.m. when you’re
studying.

giphy.com/
gifdanceparty
If your roommates find you rocking
to this at 4 a.m. while you should be
studying, they will most likely judge
you. Add in various GIF “characters”
— such as a fat Spiderman, a cat or
Carleton from Fresh Prince — and
have them “dance” to the music of
your choice. It’s hard to explain, just
check it out for yourself.

are a few hidden gems out there in the
depths of the interwebs that can offer
you a few laughs or a couple cool new
facts. Here at The Cord, we often take
many breaks during our ridiculously
long production nights on Tuesday,
so we decided to compile some interesting “time wasters” to give you that
much-deserved five — or most likely
50 — minute break.

ustream.tv/channel/
apl-puppies

safestyle-windows.
co.uk/secret-door

This is the same thing as before, but
just with puppies! Who doesn’t like
puppies? If this one doesn’t work,
we’re sure you can find another by
just Googling it.

If you’ve ever wanted a random generator for Google Street View, then
your wish has been granted. Just
click on the door to view a random
place in the world. Mountains, theatres, and islands — this “secret
door” will surprise you with its numerous options. It really exemplifies the diversity of the world while
you’re sitting in your little library
cubicle at 9:00 at night.

writtenkitten.net

what-would-i-say.com

Okay, so this one isn’t much of a
timewaster, but could be a good motivation for that essay you’re writing or the notes you’re taking. You
wrote 100 words? Here’s a picture
of a kitten! Did you write 100 more?
Another new picture of a kitten! You
get the idea.

If a computer was able to predict
what you would say on Facebook,
this would be it. Except it wouldn’t
be coherent or make sense. This basic website just generates a status by
randomly putting together your existing comments and statuses from
Facebook.

weavesilk.com
You’ll never be quite sure of what
you’re drawing, but it’s something
and that something is really cool. Be
really mindless for a few moments
and draw some “digital art.” Just use
your cursor and go nuts. Unless you
have a talent for this kind of art, otherwise you shouldn’t be studying
what you’re currently studying.

badkidsjokes.tumblr.
com
Children are natural comedians.
They might not know it, but they
can be super funny. So someone decided to hilariously compile a bunch
of rejected kids’ jokes from his
work’s website. No one else might
find them funny, but when your
brain ceases to function at 3 a.m.
while you’re studying, you’re going
to be laughing your ass off at the hilarious statements.
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For many people, reading week is
a time of travel. They rub together
whatever pennies they’ve managed
to hold onto and head to wherever
it’s warm.
Canadians look to warmer pastures during this time of year; we’re
all pretty much tired of the cold
and snow. I will be braving colder
weather and flying out to the east
coast to see some friends — but I
personally do not mind the cold
weather.
So what will others do? For those
that can’t afford to hop on a plane,
here are just a few ideas of what to
do over reading week if you’re going
to be stuck at home.

Stick close to home

Head home and finally have a home
cooked meal. Take advantage of being in a house with water pressure
and live off your parents’ dime. Even
if they get on your nerves, remember that this week is when they get
to see you for once, spend at least a
little time with them.
“My mom is Filipino, so there
will be a noodle overload; she only
makes the special noodles when I
come home”, said Sarah KonaduTrance, a third-year religion and
culture student at Laurier. “So I’m

Alone
and glad

looking forward to that.”

Work on a project

Take your mind off midterms and
papers and work on something for
you. Building and creating crafts
will help take your mind off of
schoolwork and get your old juices
flowing. It can be relaxing or challenging, but either way it’s working
your brain in a different way and
that’s so important.

scott glaysher
STAFF WRITER

See friends from home

You know? The ones that you see on
Facebook but never talk to? Make
time for them, even if it’s just coffee.
You’ll either rekindle old friendships or realize how much cooler
your friends at Laurier are.
“All my friends are coming home,
and I haven’t seen them in a while”,
said Laura Fast, a third-year business student at Laurier. “I don’t
know what we’re going to do yet, but
we’ll make sure to see each other.”

Do nothing

It’s your week off! Sleep in, stay in
your PJs, pop in a movie and order
a pizza. Don’t stress and don’t leave
the house.
“I’m finally going to take a nap,”
said Christina Shirley, a secondyear English student at WLU. “You
lose out on so much sleep when
you’re at school.”

lena yang graphics editor

Get active!

You can strap on your dusty skis
and hit the slopes. In honour of the
Olympics, get moving. We’ve had so
much snow that there is no excuse
for not shredding some fresh powder. Try skating, or snowboarding
— even snowshoeing can be fun and
can get you out into nature.

Do some work

Take time to get ahead on projects
that need to be done when you get
back. Put the read in reading week
and try a little bit of homework.
I’m going to be catching up on a
lot of reading,” continued Shirley.
“There’s not enough time when I
have class, and it’s hard.”

Cute Valentine’s Day date outfits
Avoid compromising your warmth for fashion and try these warm date-worthy looks
outfit, plain and simple tops are
usually the way to go.
Denim and leather vests on the
other hand, are a little more forgiving when it comes to patterns and
colours.
alexa kang

Day date

STAFF WRITER

If you’re looking to dress up during
the day, mid-length skirts are a good
alternative to short skirts or dresses. Shorter than maxi skirts, these
skirts are easy to style with a pair
of ankle booties and the skirt also
won’t drag in the snow.
Again, you can keep it simple
with a casual sweater or graphic tshirt. If you want to dress up the
mid-length skirt, they pair well with
a crop top and blazer.

The most romantic day of the year
is approaching and whether you’re
spending it with a beloved valentine or celebrating with a group
of your closest friends, it’s always
fun to dress up and get those heads
turning.
With the bone-chilling temperatures we’ve been having these
days, finding a flirty outfit can be
challenging.
Here are a few winter-appropriate suggestions that will have your
valentine swooning.

Casual dates (movies,
sport games, etc.)

Dinner

Practical dresses for the winter are
hard to come by.
Depending on your mood,
sometimes compromising with
the weather isn’t worth it. Instead
of sacrificing your own personal
warmth this Valentine’s Day, try
pairing a knitted sweater with a
skirt.
Whether baggy or cropped, it’s always easy to find a sweater to throw
over a fitted or flared skirt.
When experimenting with this
combo, you’ll find that pairing different patterns and fabrics can offer
a tasteful flare.
Silk, leather or lace skirts will undeniably compliment the theme of
Valentine’s Day.
Adding jewelry or other accessories like hats can dress up an outfit
like this one and don’t forget your
knee-high socks or nylons to keep
you warm.

heather davidson photography manager

Heads will turn on Valentine’s Day with these warm chic looks.

Concert

Depending on the venue and the
artist, some concerts can have you
feeling a little hot.
A perfect item to incorporate into
your outfit is a vest. The good thing
about vests is that it adds another

layer to your outfit but won’t keep
you sweltering when indoors.
Whether Sherpa, fur, leather
or denim, vests can be worn over
short-sleeved and long-sleeved
shirts. If you’re making the Sherpa
or fur vest as the focal point of your

There’s always a little less pressure
when dressing for casual dates, but
that doesn’t mean your outfit has to
go unnoticed.
A trend making its comeback
is the turtleneck. Baggier, knitted turtlenecks are the current favourite being worn on the streets
these days. If you’re not ready to
fully dive into this trend, many
shirts and sweaters have short neck
alternatives.
Joggers are also making their way
into street style. They have been reinvented with slim, tapered legs and
come in an array of fabrics and patterns that will certainly turn heads
this Valentine’s Day.
These joggers can be styled with
almost everything, ranging from
leather jackets to heels.
Depending on the look that you’re
hoping to go for, joggers can be
styled tastefully and it is the perfect
opportunity to get away with comfort without compromising your
style.

If you tell anyone you’re spending Valentine’s Day alone, they’ll
look at you as if you’re about to
eat a kitten. What’s so weird about
spending some quality time on the
holiday of love with the person you
love the most: you? Nothing, that’s
what.
Being alone on Valentine’s Day
can be more fun than hanging out
with some random date or the person you’ve been really meaning to
break up with for months but don’t
have the stomach to do it.
If we face the facts, being alone
is cheaper, easier and probably a lot
less nerve-racking.
If you are spending this wonderfully loving holiday by your lonesome, here are things you can do
instead of consuming copious
amounts of chocolate and loathing
every couple on planet earth.

Spoil yourself for once

Instead of spending money on
something that normally costs half
the price on the other 364 days of
the year, why not treat yourself?
The items I’m talking about are
flowers, candy and even dinner
menu prices which get doubled because of all the last minute fellas
going all out on every single Valentine’s Day purchase known to man.
Seeing as you will be solo and
won’t have to worry about spending half your rent on gifts that won’t
make it to the weekend, take that
money and spend it on yourself.
Buy those cool shoes or splurge
on that iPad you didn’t get for
Christmas. Be your own Valentine.

Just hang out

Don’t do a darn thing. That’s right.
Nothing.
Being single on Valentine’s Day
is the only time you legitimately get
a ‘Get Out Of Jail Free Card’ that allows you to spend money on reckless items such as alcohol and other
paraphernalia that your nonexistent
girlfriend or boyfriend would probably disapprove of. Literally just relax at home, throw your feet up and
soak in the single life. Besides, when
would you be able to get caught up
on The Walking Dead?

Do something you
haven’t done in a while

Usually, people have a hidden hobby
somewhere inside themselves that
gets neglected in their busy lives.
Since you will undoubtedly be single
on Valentine’s Day, why not spend
the day and night absorbed in your
own guilty pleasure?
Now, with your free schedule, you
can finally beat that video game you
bought months ago, or get back into
working out, tend to your disaster of
a room, re-read old books or whatever makes you happy.

Indulge in a celebrity
crush

We’ve all got that one famous celebrity crush that we would do naughty
things with if we got the chance.
I don’t want to encourage anything too self-intimate, but why not
toss on your favourite George Clooney movies or perhaps Google who
the heck Leonardo DiCaprio’s wife
was in The Wolf of Wall Street.
This can be a good way to enjoy some sensual solo time with no
strings attached. Literally.
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‘I chose to be here along the way’
Wilfrid Laurier University alum Carson Kolberg talks healthy eating, Dragon’s Den and putting meals in jars
ALANNA FAIREY
LIFE EDITOR

Carson Kolberg may have just graduated from Wilfrid Laurier University, but he and his business are preparing to take off.
Kolberg, along with his copartner Irene DiVaris, sells mason
jars full of salads and entrees as a
means to promote portion control
and maintaining a healthy lifestyle
at various locations in the Waterloo
Region.
The meals range from salads such
as apple chicken and Greek chicken,
while the entrees include no-butter
chicken and pulled pork and mashed
potatoes. This business is fittingly
named, Meal in a Jar.
“We don’t have a professional
chef background, we don’t have experience other than being passionate cooks, so it definitely took making things from scratch and having a
trial and error,” Kolberg said.
“Making food that is inherently
healthy, fresh and energizing is always a factor - we stay away from
white flour and white sugar. We
stick to vibrant ingredients and we
mash it up into a day’s work.”
After finishing high school, Kolberg lived in France before going to
university and he worked at a pub
in a ski shop. While there, he had a
chance to see a small business operating and bringing a good menu to
that space.
Kolberg had researched a number of unique recipes and they had
been well received by skiers and his

managers.
Towards the end of his university career, Kolberg had experience
in the entrepreneurial activities but
not on the full profit business side.
In his last semester, he came across
Laurier LaunchPad, a program that
helps student entrepreneurs develop
their businesses.
With his experience with food
still in the back of his mind, Kolberg pitched the idea of promoting
healthy and easy eating for students.
After 12 weeks in the program, Kolberg went from simply having an
idea to having a full product on store
shelves in the city.
“In short, it started when I was
younger when I had an idea to build
something,” Kolberg said.
“I had great opportunities in extra curriculars through Laurier; to
get involved with going on entrepreneurial ventures, then the LaunchPad program really gave me a break
to get out there and build something
real.”
Kolberg and DiVaris also had an
audition with the popular Canadian
TV show, Dragon’s Den, and will find
out the results towards the end of
February or beginning of March.
While Meal in a Jar is just lifting
off, Kolberg is hoping that in the future, the business will continue to
promote healthy living on a much
larger scale.
“I would like to see in ten years
Meal in a Jar be a household name
and be something that when you say
healthy and fresh food, it just pops
into your head,” Kolberg said.

“Making food that is
inherently healthy, fresh
and energizing is always
a factor.”

—Carson Kolberg, co-founder of Meal
in a Jar

“I’m very passionate about creating meaningful foods, following
movements and being actively part
of movements and exciting things. I
just want to see people eating well.”
Though thinking about where he
and his business will be in ten years
is a scary thought for him, Kolberg is
thankful for the privileges that Laurier and the Laurier LaunchPad have
given him to help Meal in a Jar kick
off.
If he hadn’t been at Laurier, Meal
in a Jar would not be where it is
today.
“The only reason I am who I am is
because I chose to be here along the
way,” Kolberg said.
“I got really involved in school
and I found my passion and Meal
in a Jar came out of that. I really
can’t be more appreciative for the
experience.”

JESSICA DIK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Carson Kolberg holds his product which is being sold around K-W.

More Life on

thecord.ca

JESSICA DIK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jasmine Ault investigates what men
really think about women wearing
lingerie for Valentine’s Day.
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Sex with Sue
Media personality and registered nurse
spoke at THEMUSEUM on February 6
CRISTINA ALMUDEVAR
ARTS EDITOR

The best way to learn about sex is to
ask questions.
On Thursday Feb. 6, THEMUSEUM kicked off their Sex Dialogues
series entitled “Sue Johanson: A
Night of Questions and Answers.”
The night, as described in the title,
encouraged audience members to
submit questions prior to the talk for
Johanson to answer.
Johanson is best known for her
radio talk show Sunday Night Sex
Show where she would answer listener’s questions on various sex related subjects, quite similar to her
talk on Thursday evening. Her frank
manner of discussing sexual topics using humour seems to have
struck a chord with audience members, which has resulted in a lasting
career.
“Sue Johanson is brilliant …
there’s no issue about her talking about anything. She does it in
such a way that everybody’s inhibitions were left at the door. She
gave a lot of great advice to people and I thought it was wonderful,” said David Marskell, CEO of
THEMUSEUM.
Many conversations were certainly started after Johanson’s informative presentation to a full audience. There was a wide berth of topics discussed from faking orgasms
to the availability of the Human
Papilloma virus (HPV) vaccination

“There’s no issue in [Sue
Johanson] talking about
anything. She does it in
such a way that everybody’s inhibitions were
left at the door.”
—David Marskell, CEO of THEMUSEUM

shots and various tips on how to
spice up your relationship. Johanson
accepted all types of questions—
no question was considered embarrassing and no questions were
shamed.
“I had done a lot of writing ahead
of time and when I got there and
saw the number of questions that
were still unanswered even after
that display, then I felt that it was
important to answer those questions rather than to give a presentation,” said Johanson.
“I [also] don’t think I could pick
out one question [that stood out to
me]. There were questions about
relationships, sexual performance,
what is normal and there was no
one question that really zapped me
or threw me off balance or scared
me.”

WILL HUANG STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Johanson encouraged audience members to submit anonymous questions to discuss on Thursday.

Her honesty and candidness
on the matter of sex was refreshing which made her popular with
the audience. This also made her a
front-runner when trying to decide
who to invite to speak during the
Sex Dialogues. Johanson’s long and
prolific career has touched and influenced many people was contributing factor to inviting her.
“I had two people come up to me.
One said that he didn’t know about
sex and the system didn’t teach him
and if it wasn’t for listening quietly [to Johanson’s radio show] in
his room with the volume down, he
wouldn’t have understood what to

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The new ‘age’ of sounds
BRYAN STEPHENS
LEAD REPORTER

Following the release of their latest
record Age and a string of tour dates
in Canada, The Hidden Cameras
will be performing at Starlight Social Club Thursday Feb. 13 with their
brand of indie pop music.
“Last time we played at Starlight
was probably 2006. I love that place,
the crowds were great last time we
were there,” recalled Joel Gibbs,
front man for The Hidden Cameras.
Age is the fifth record Gibbs has
recorded with The Hidden Cameras.
True to its name, the album focuses
on the various stages of life.
“I knew at the back of my head I
was calling it a coming-of-age record. I just like the word ‘age’ because it not only refers to that, but
also to the era we live in.”
Comparing the latest record to
those throughout their career, Gibbs
says Age is different in the approach
he took to it.
“The last three records, especially
the last two, were about experimenting with genre and exploring

how the different instruments could
blend together to make distinct
sounds ... We approached [the record] with a different mind set.”
Gibbs stated that the songs on the
album were written as individual
pieces which then began to formulate into an album that started with
dealings of adolescence, up towards
the "expulsion towards adulthood.”
Age also sees Gibbs moving away
from experimenting with acoustic guitars and tambourines, like
on previous records, in favour of
synthesizers.
Talking with Gibbs about his latest record, he doesn’t feel it is a conventional record.
“I wouldn’t know how to describe
the new record, I think all the songs
are different. To me, I’m always
writing a catchy song.”
Looking at the upcoming shows,
Gibbs is quite excited to actually
play the songs on the new album.
“I’m excited for the upcoming
tour. It’s always nice to put out a
new record and to be playing the
songs after working on it for so
long,” he said.

But just as Gibbs believes it’s
hard to describe his music, it’s just
as difficult to describe what to expect from The Hidden Cameras.
“If you have something up your
sleeve, you’re not going to tell. If
you don’t have something up your
sleeve, you’re not going to tell. We’re
going to perform the songs and it
will be good.”
With regard to their live shows,
which in the past have featured
elaborate stage set-ups and dancers,
it was those early shows that really
defined the band.
“Those early gigs were fairly important to us in that when we first
started out, that was what defined
us. It was really DIY and the shows
were all site-specific and thematic.
We have slowly moved away from
that, but still performing live is important to us.”
The one thing that Gibbs does
expect, however, is that the crowd
will enjoy his music. “You work so
long on the music and you hope ...
that people are open to it. Hopefully new people will discover it in
Kitchener-Waterloo.”

do with sex,” said Marskell.
“I had someone else who gave
me a card who asked me to give it to
her … he basically said that [Johanson] had saved his life,” continued
Marskell. “He was gay and he didn’t
know what these feelings were … he
listened to her and then he realized
that it was okay and he was normal.
People were going up to her like that
with these types of stories and that’s
really powerful. I know in my heart
that we chose the right person.”
The Sex Dialogues series is an expansion on the “The Science of Sexuality” exhibit that opened at THEMUSEUM on Jan. 25. Presentations

will include Johnathan Finn, a professor at Wilfrid Laurier University,
who will discuss sexuality in art and
a screening of Woody Allen’s Everything You’ve Always Wanted to Know
About Sex, But Were Too Afraid to Ask.
“I think the whole point of the entire exhibit is to go way beyond the
exhibit and it’s about those transformative ideas and the conversations
we want to generate,” continued
Marskell. “Ultimately, it’s all about
the conversation between the young
person and the parent – but it’s also
about the conversations and dialogues [from everyone] that we hope
will come from it.”
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In review: ‘Oil
Sands Karaoke’
SCOTT GLAYSHER
STAFF WRITER

Some things are just not meant to go
together. Whether it’s peanut butter
and tuna or beer and tequila, there
are things that no matter how great
they are on their own, cannot be put
together to make work.
So what happens when you mix
working in Canada’s oil sands and
casual bar karaoke? In the case of
Charles Wilkinson’s Oil Sands Karaoke, you get quite the polarizing
documentary.
On Thursday Feb. 6 at the original Princess cinema, the now controversial documentary was played
for an eager audience. The evening,
presented by Alternatives Journal,
included a showing of the documentary and a tall can of PBR from
Chainsaw afterwards.
The documentary opens with
a heavy excavation hauler slowly
moving across the screen, creating
a soft rumbling that drills its way
into the tough Alberta ground, preparing you for the journey ahead as
the narrator states that what you are
seeing is “the largest industrial project in the history of humanity.”
At first thought, you may think
this statement is a little overestimated but as the movie progresses,
you begin to agree.
The whole documentary takes
place in the vast, minable and substantially bleak area surrounding
Fort McMurray, Alberta. That particular area has seen substantial
growth over the last decade. The
massive hauler at the beginning alludes to the scale of the development and the determined spirit of
the people who live there.
The pace picks up as we meet the
five contestants that are competing

RYAN HUEGLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

in a local karaoke contest. What do
these people all have in common
other than their passion for karaoke
crooning? They all work on the oil
sands.
Each of the characters that we
get meet over the course of the film
just get more and more curious with
each song. First we meet Dan Debrabandere who is a rugged hauler
operator. Next is Brandy Willier
who is also a haul truck operator but
for a different company in the area.
After that is the eccentric Chad Ellis who is a rig manager and blues
aficionado.
The next two, Iceis Rain and Jason
Sauchuk, are both operators who
share the same passion for belting
love ballads at their highest possible
octave.
All these oil sands employees are
basically competing in this contest
as a way to get their passion for music underway and leave the postapocalyptic landscape of northern
Alberta behind.
Even though this movie is centred
on singing, it’s not actually the karaoke that ends up being the most fascinating part of the documentary.
It’s understood that the film’s
characters get the courage to sing,
but it’s still just a bunch of people
singing mediocre karaoke. It doesn’t
even really seem like the characters
are all that dedicated to winning the
karaoke contest one of the main reasons this documentary happened.
However, what Oil Sands Karaoke
does do very well is give you a sense
of what it’s like for the people who
work in the oil sands and how it affects them. If the film had focused
more on this, and less on showing people duplicate Britney Spears
anthems, it would have been much
more stimulating to watch.

Music with Scholtes
CHELSEA DOBRINDT
CORD ARTS

The Maureen Foster Recital Hall
resonated to the musical stylings of
Marcus Scholtes, a string professor at Wilfrid Laurier University, on
Thursday Feb. 6 at noon.
The Music at Noon is an on-going
series within the faculty of music
that occurs twice a week — Tuesday’s are the student performances
while on Thursday the professors
get the chance to showcase their
skill.
“It is an excellent opportunity to
showcase musicians and to perform,” said Scholtes.
Coming from a musically talented
family, Scholtes began to play violin
and piano when he was five years
old. Up until the end of high school
he practiced both, and after graduation chose to do all his degrees on
violin. However, in the meantime he
continued to practice his skills on
the piano.
When explaining his decision not
to double major in both violin and
piano during his post-secondary
studies, Scholtes elaborated, “There
are some people who double-major,

but it can be very busy and you can
burn out if you’re taking too many
classes. I thought to just pick one
and see where it took me.”
Scholtes’ violin and pianist expertise was demonstrated in his
performance of The Unaccompanied
Marcus-Part VI, which culminated
in Scholtes performing a duet with
a recorded version of himself. This
was achieved through performing
the piano part live to a projected
video of himself playing the violin
accompaniment.
“I was trying to think of a title for
it, you know, solo piano and solo
violin,” said Scholtes on the inspiration for his performance. “Initial
thoughts were Marcus Unplugged, but
that was kind of more for rock ‘n’
roll so I was thinking what would
the classical equivalent be… The Unaccompanied Marcus.”
He explained that the most complicated part of the performance
was to synchronize his live rendition
with the taped accompaniment.
Professor Scholtes’ performance
was received to thunderous applause, especially after his encore performance of dueting with
himself.

While he has attained many degrees in Violin Performance from
numerous accredited institutions,
Scholtes seems to be just as talented
on the piano. In addition to teaching here at Laurier, Marcus Scholtes
is a member of the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony and performs with
them often. Of course, great talent comes with great dedication to
practicing and improving skills.
“Every morning I practice two or
three hours [for both instruments
combined]. If it doesn’t happen in
the morning, I just get too busy during the day and it doesn’t happen.”
For any aspiring music students wondering how Scholtes has
achieved such a high level of success in his field, he revealed that the
key was, “practice, just practice, as
well as making contacts in the field.
I would also say being diverse; the
more diverse you are, especially in
today’s market, the more you can do.
The more skills you have, the more
horizons it opens.”
The Music At Noon series features a different artist playing in the
Maureen Foster Recital hall every
Thursday at noon, and admission is
free for Laurier Students.
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campus.
Sincerely,
Dropping out.

Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowing you to vent
your anger with life’s little frustrations in
a completely public forum.
All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should be no longer than 100
words and must be addressed to your life.
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon
each week.
Dear Life,
Why are all my tests and assignments right before reading week?
Wouldn’t it be great if I could use
that week to prepare for everything,
which it is supposed to be for? Instead people just use it as an excuse
to go on vacation and party.
Sincerely,
Sunburned
Dear Reading Week,
Please come faster.
Sincerely,
Not what she said
Dear Life,
To the Zeppelin girl, hope to see you
at chain this Thursday.
Sincerely,
Castles made of sand
Dear Life,
My assailant is on foot patrol.
Well there goes feeling safe on this

Dear Life,
Thank you so much for the supreme
girl to guy ratio in all of Laurier’s
French classes, FR360 to be exact…
whew, honey.
Sincerely,
Gonna get cavities from all this eye
candy
Dear Life,
To my Don,
Please organize things and activities
to get our floor to have fun together,
you don’t do anything!! Lets do Lasertag or a movie. I want so badly to
have an excuse to get to know these
people! We’re all so divided, 65%
never leave their rooms because
they have no one to go out with, no
friends in this building. My roommates terrorize me but you know
that already. Plus I know your plan
to lazily blow my $50 at the end on a
sweater or a hat. Don’t do that.
Sincerely,
1st year is supposed to be the best
time ever
Dear Life,
Apparently we can no longer book
classrooms as study space, since
there is so much space available
on campus. Indeed, I found several
places to sit and read, such as: Next
to the girl laughing at YouTube videos on the 7th floor of the Library,

the spot by the group of friends
laughing in the Concourse, and the
freestyle rapper next to me in the
Terrace right now. For the love of
good grades, reconsider.
Sincerely,
Midterms

Solutions to last week’s Sudoku puzzles:

Dear Laurier,
The moment you start clearing the
snow off sidewalks on campus, will
be the moment I continue to go to
class. If you’re not going to cancel school, the least you could do is
make campus walkable.
Sincerely,
Frozen Feet
Dear Life,
I never cease to be amazed by the
drama that surrounds the Students’
Union Elections. This year was a
total shitshow. Certain candidates
need to check their ego at the door
and learn some humility.
Sincerely,
It’s okay to admit you were wrong
Dear Life,
I’m done.
Sincerely,
Julvin Senan
Dear Life,
Keepin’ in 3hunna #bang
#bangbang
Sincerely,
Turn down for what

Summer sublet
41 Columbia Street West, Waterloo
Great location for WLU and UW students! I need a sublet for one room
in a spacious four bedroom apartment from the beginning of May
until the end of August 2014. $450/
month (negotiable). E-mail gillianllopes@gmail.com
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End impaired driving by
overcoming a fear to confront
Earlier this month, five individuals in the Waterloo Region were charged with impaired driving in the span
of six hours. The police department acknowledges
that despite general compliance with impaired driving
laws, there remains a small group that choose to drive
impaired.
Statistics from previous years signal a very slight
decline in the number of drunk driving cases annually
in the Waterloo Region. However, for a dangerous and
easily preventable act, any number is frustrating and
unacceptable. The statistics, in addition to expressing
a discouragingly slow decline, do not include drug-impaired driving cases.
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) claims
public awareness needs to improve, and points out that
people do not plan ahead when drinking and doing
drugs. While these are certainly two contributing factors, there is more to the problem and to the solution.
Awareness campaigns are useful, particularly in targeting youth who have minimal experience with alcohol and drug use. Ultimately, the public is aware. Public awareness campaigns can and should continue, but
we have reached a point where people do not believe
they will be involved in an impaired driving incident.
In order to get the numbers down further, in cooperation with public awareness and planning, the family
and friends of individuals need to step up.
We all know someone who has driven drunk or under the influence of drugs. Many of us know people
who continue to do so. Often, the people closest to
us are the hardest to talk to about such things, which
seems counter-intuitive since we should care about
their well-being the most. It’s hard to have that conversation with someone where you get confrontational
about his or her dangerous driving habits. However, it
will certainly be more difficult to deal with the situation if the impaired driving you refused to address ends
in tragedy for the driver, other passengers or society at
large.
We should all work to proactively reduce the stigma
around conversations about drunk driving; these are
conversations worth having and they can work. We are
slowly becoming more accepting of a public “no tolerance” policy of drunk driving, but we do not always
deal with the instances of impaired driving in our inner
circle.
We tend to view impaired driving fatalities as a
problem unrelated to us until it finds a way into our
lives. The problem has the potential to harm anyone
but can only be stopped by doing what we can to confront the people we have access to.
- The Cord Editorial Board

These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions
and then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial
board, including the Editor-in-Chief and Opinion Editor. The
arguments made may reference any facts that have been made
available through interviews, documents or other sources. The
views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The Cord’s
volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Allison Leonard, WLUSP President and Publisher
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

josh awolade graphics artist

Strength in having choices
cristina almudevar
ARTS EDITOR

When I think of what feminism means,
I think of my mother. My mother, born
to first-generation Italians, decided that
she wanted to study math at University
of Waterloo.
My grandfather, a kind and loving
man I swear, warned her that she may
be wasting her education because she
may want to have children one day. Why
would an employer hire someone who
will just have kids and leave?
Ignoring my Nonno, she went and
was one of three girls in her class. Shortly after graduation she began work as a
programmer and continued in that line
of work until the birth of my sister.
After that she was a stay at home
mom, but she occasionally worked from
home or volunteered at our elementary
school to tutor kids in math.
During the Christmas break, my
mother stated that she did see herself as
a feminist, not simply because she succeeded in a male-dominated environment, but because she had the ability
to make these decisions for herself. She

made the choice to work and she made
the choice to stay home with us, both
decisions holding equal merit within her
feminist belief system.
I never came to the conclusion myself, but, after she stated this seemingly
obvious fact, my personal value system
made a lot more sense.
This is the problem with the perception of feminism. Feminism doesn’t always mean thinking in the grandiose
but at times it seems like this is the only
option we ever hear about. People tend
to equate feminism with academic feminism, reading authors and feminists like
bell hooks and Judith Butler. Their works
are incredibly fascinating, but, for some,
could be intimidating. Don’t get me
wrong, hooks and Butler are my girls but
they’re not for everyone.
Regardless, we need to start small.
Feminism is the desire for gender
equality. Men and women, of all races,
have equal rights. If you agree with that,
you may be a feminist.
Feminism is being outraged at William Kabogo, a Kenyan politician who
recently said that he believes that if
you’re 35 and still unmarried, something
is wrong with you because if you cannot manage a home, you certainly cannot manage public affairs. He has since
apologized, but it doesn’t make what
Kabogo said acceptable
The biggest problem with feminism
is that a lot of people assume it stands
for making women superior or giving

women certain entitlements over men.
The dialogue is becoming jumbled and
over-complicated: we need to scale it
down to its grassroots.
For an example, recently MyDaily and
EliteDaily, both online magazines, have
written articles about the recent trend
of young girls going to social media declaring why they don’t need feminism.
Such signs include “I don’t need feminism because I respect men. I refuse to
demonize them and blame them for my
problems” and “I believe in equality not
entitlements and supremacy.”
I don’t understand how this disconnect between what feminism really
means and what people think feminism means was created. It’s upsetting
to watch. I also don’t understand why
some people seem to be scared of or
intimidated by feminism or feminists.
Feminism is nothing to be afraid of or to
shame people for identifying as one.
The negative connotations that come
with defining yourself as a feminist
are still prevalent and ridiculous. I am
not a man-hating lesbian, a whiny liberal or a dirty hippie and even if I was,
what’s wrong with that? By trying to
insult someone with that, you’re essentially saying that being defined as a lesbian is degrading which is a whole lot of
bullshit.
There is so much controversy around
feminism that, at times, it feels like it’s
the new “F” word. It’s not a dirty word,
so stop treating it as such.
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Sochi olympics a time for reflection Letters to
Dani Saad
OPINION EDITOR

We buy products from countries not
only lacking democracy and freedom, but also the most fundamental
labour laws. Our vanity and materialism sustain the demand for diamonds and other minerals which
fuel conflict and promote resource
exploitation. We sit idly by as conflicts erupt around the world and
people die from starvation and preventable disease each day.
We also live in a Western society
that is progressive but still struggling with racism, intolerance and
discrimination. However, we seem
to forget all of those things in the
lead up to the Olympics where the
evil, anti-gay Russians are hosting
the event. That’s when we decide to
take a stand.
The Sochi Olympics are a great
platform to express international
concerns over Russian oppressiveness generally and anti-LGBT legislation specifically.
It is also a platform to highlight
the diversity of the Western world
and try to encourage similar tolerance in Russia.
But when the United States,
which does not even support gay
marriage in most states, portrays
itself as the land of tolerance and
righteousness, I do find it disingenuous and an extension of an
ill-informed, outdated Cold War

Contributed photo

mentality.
If the Olympics were held in China, for example, would there be an
international outcry over Chinese
oppressiveness, undemocratic government or involvement in African
conflicts?
Oh wait, that already happened a
few years ago and nope, wasn’t an
issue apparently. There was some

talk and media coverage of a boycott, but nothing like Sochi.
The truth is that openly gay athletes will be just as welcome in Sochi as they would in some communities in the United States. This is
an international event, gay athletes
will not be imprisoned or kidnapped
or even bothered if the government
has any say in the matter (which it

does – Putin has all the say). Even
in Canada, not even three quarters of the public supports marriage
equality.
So, yes we are far ahead of the
Russians in terms of progressiveness and acceptance, but we aren’t
all the way there either. I would argue post-9/11 legislation targeting
the conflated “Muslim/Arab/Middle
Eastern” identity was and remains
just as dangerous and backwards as
Russian anti-LGBT laws.
In addition, Russian legislation
does not encompass Russian public
opinion or convey political culture
in a meaningful way. Let’s not generalize all Russians based on legislation supported by Putin.
Use this Olympics to show the
Russian government how outdated
their legislation is and express a desire for an improved human rights
record. But also use this Olympics to look in the mirror and address the issues that are unresolved
domestically.
A Washington Post op-ed suggested that the US should have sent
gay rights advocates to Alabama and
Texas during the 2002 Olympics.
As the article points out, there was
no contention to holding the 2002
Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah, a
state which prohibits the “advocacy
of homosexuality.”
Russia seems to be moving
back in time as we progress, but
progression should not result in
contentment.
Canada and the US should acknowledge issues like systemic racism, Islamophobia and gay rights so
that the next time an international
event is hosted in a place like Sochi,
we can critique from a place of complete and genuine truth.

the Editor
RE: Bulimia: factor of
chemistry, not character

I think a thank you is in order for the
honesty, openness and courage exhibited in Alanna Fairey’s “Bulimia:
factor of chemistry, not character”
article in February 5th’s copy of the
Cord. Bold moments such as these,
where individuals step outside their
comfort zone and make themselves
vulnerable in the most deeply personal of ways, are powerful in sending a message that other people
dealing with similar struggles are
not alone. Way to go Alanna.
–Susie Turner
Letter policy
Letters must not exceed 250 words. Include your full name and telephone number. Letters must be received by 12:00
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
edit for length and clarity or to reject any
letter.

@cordnews
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Moving forward through letting go
To avoid life getting ahead of you, focus on what you can control and be free of all-consuming frustrations

OPINION COLUMNIST

I am who I am but not
everybody is going to
like me and that is perfectly fine.

Do you ever walk on campus and see
people you don’t like and vice versa?
Do you ever just roll your eyes mentally because you have locked eyes
with someone that despises you? I
am talking to you ladies! I’m sure
there are men out there that deal
with this issue too so regardless feel
free to read on.
It is very true that not everyone
will like the person you are and to be
frank, you won’t like everyone either
but it is important that we do not let
these things affect us in the pursuit
of our daily living.
It’s a fact that we all have those
things that set us off and bother
us to our core, but is harbouring
deep frustration and anger towards
someone that doesn’t like you really worth it? Is disliking a person
so much that every time you see this
certain individual you want to knock
them out really worth it?
I don’t think so. I think situations
like these should push us to be better while allowing us to move on
with our lives.
You can’t control a person’s anger
and frustrations toward you, but you
can control how you react toward
them. Little do we know, we allow
those people to have control over us
in some form when we constantly
allow ourselves to be frustrated and
angry with them.
Think about it.

In reality what you are really doing
is giving this person you do not like
or who doesn’t like you power over
you. Why would you ever want this
to be the case?
The only person that should have
power over you is you. It is okay to
acknowledge that you do not like a
certain person, but in this realization we should make it a point to act
like the maturing adults we are becoming by being civil and moving
forward.
Many times they have their own
issues that have to be dealt with
so you become the outlet for their
frustrations. We need to stop focusing on things that we cannot control. I used to get so wrapped up in
my frustrations when I found out a
certain individual didn’t like me. I
would wonder why and completely
be beside myself.
Now, I laugh and think about the
amount of time I wasted worrying
about something that was out of my
control. I came to the realization
that this shouldn’t have had nearly
as much of an effect on me as it did

AVRIELLE BROWN

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

Wasting energy on people that only frustrate you is detrimental to your happiness and productivity.

in the past. I am who I am but not
everyone is going to like me and that
is perfectly fine.
This epiphany freed me and I’m
sure it can free you too. It is such
a liberating feeling to just not care
about what other people think about
you.
Think about how easy life would
be if we simply let things go. Harbouring things like anger and stress
regardless of the situation really
take away from you. It affects you

physically and your mind can run
wild without you even realizing it
sometimes.
Many do not even realize that
carrying your frustrations toward a
certain individual hurts you, not the
other person.
It can slowly harden you towards
other people who may not even have
had a chance to show you who they
are. Resenting people for others’
mistakes can be a huge result of this,
but this can be stopped if we realize

the issue and take the necessary
precautions to prevent it.
I do not doubt the fact that sometimes people can do some things
that really make us want to hate
their entire being, but wouldn’t it
be easier to dismiss it and move
forward?
Why wallow? Moving forward allows you to look beyond whatever
occurred. Life goes on, and 100 per
cent of the time it does not wait for
you to get with the program.
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Powderpuff creates bonds
Annual football charity tournament cherishes community feel
ASHLEY DENUZZO
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

WILL HUANG STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

L-R: Brothers Owen and Will Coulthard play for men’s basketball.

A brotherly
connection
JOSH PETERS
STAFF WRITER

When any team in sports builds a
significant amount of chemistry together, they can look at their teammates and perceive them, almost,
as family.
For Owen and Will Coulthard,
that idea is a reality. They are looking to carry that Coulthard chemistry throughout the rest of this season and the next, with the Wilfrid
Laurier men’s basketball team.
Will Coulthard, a third-year guard
for the Hawks, has already cemented himself into the starting lineup
and is a prominent scorer and playmaker. Owen is in the middle of his
first season as a Golden Hawk, and
while he is still learning the ropes,
he is a deadly sharp shooter who is
quickly catching up to his brother.
For the Coulthards, basketball is
deeply rooted in their family history
and was an obvious choice for them
growing up.
“Our grandfather had been playing basketball his whole life, and our
dad [Dave Coulthard] played at York
for five years and he was a great
player there. And that’s kind of how
we got into it, we just started playing when we were young and really
took to it,” said Will.
While the brothers have grown up
playing the same sport and playing
together at home, they have never
actually been on the same team.
“It’s a lot of fun sometimes. I try
not to get too mad at him when he
does something wrong but, it is
pretty cool to play together,” commented Will.
“Probably the best part is that
even though we never played together growing up on the same
team, we watched what each other
did in the game enough to be able
to play off of each other well,” said
Owen.
Part of their smooth transition
to playing together is attributed to
them growing up together and how
Will has helped the process along by
providing some brotherly advice on
the court.
“I try to give him a few tips to help

him out on the court. Stay ready,
when you get the ball be ready to
score because that’s what he’s here
to do,” said Will.
Laurier was an obvious choice
for the boys. They are a fan of the
school atmosphere as well as the academics it offers. However, in terms
of basketball, playing for head coach
Peter Campbell was the deal breaker, as he has a special relationship
with the Coulthard brothers.
“We’ve known coach Campbell
pretty much our whole lives … he
actually coached our mom when she
was in grade seven, eight and in high
school,” said Will.
Playing for Laurier was a transition for Owen this year, coming
from high school, but he still felt like
the team here was a great choice for
his style of play.
“It didn’t really matter to me too
much, I kind of figured that if I came
here [Will and I] would both make a
name for ourselves. It wasn’t really
a big deal to me that he had already.
I was not really worried about being
in the shadow or anything,” he said.
The Coulthard brothers are not
short on talent and they both know
each other’s strengths. They each
praised each other’s ability on and
off the court.
“On the court, [Owen] is one of
the deadliest shooters I’ve met. He
is a pure shooter. Off the court he
is just a really genuine, caring guy,”
said Will, on his brother.
“On the court, definitely scoring and playmaking, one of the best
shooters and playmakers I’ve played
with. Off the court, good guy, real
friendly, does his own thing, nice to
everyone,” said Owen, about Will.
Compliments aside, when asked
who would win in a one-on-one
game as of now, neither of them
budged, both confident in their own
abilities. Eventually it was settled on
‘it would be interesting’ and ‘whoever is on their game that day.’
And when asked about the likelihood of the brothers being the starting backcourt for the Golden Hawks
next year, Will was fairly confident.
“I think we definitely could, it is a
possibility for sure,” he said.

Don’t ever challenge a Powderpuff
girl to a fight — and no we’re not
talking about the late 1990s children’s show.
Powderpuff has to do with football, athleticism and braving -30 degree weather.
The sport is an annual charity
flag-football tournament consisting of nine all-female Wilfrid Laurier University student teams, which
are coached by some of the campus’
varsity athletes. Laurier Letterman
has been organizing Powderpuff
since 1997, and the sport has grown
significantly since then.
From Feb. 6 to 8, Laurier invited
18 teams from across Ontario to play
for the title. This year, York University claimed the title.
“We actually had to cap it this
year because it was getting too full,”
said Brent Vandenberg, the president of Letterman. “It’s been great
getting to know people from other
teams.”
Powderpuff has developed a cult
following over the past decade, with
many teams sending in multiple
rosters to the tournament. This year,
teams from as far at Ottawa came to
play football in the snow.
However, one of the tournament’s
favourable teams, Queen’s University, wasn’t invited back this year.
And no one knows why.
“We didn’t get a direct answer,”
Vandenberg said. “Their athletic director contacted us and told us that
they would be unable to attend and
we didn’t get too much into that.”
With many schools sending in

“They treat it like a varsity sport.”

—Brent Vandenberg, president of
Laurier Letterman

“all-star” rosters to the tournament,
which consists of their best students
and student-athletes, Letterman
is considering creating a travelling
team of their own.
“That’s something we’ve talked about how to make Laurier
more competitive,” Vandenberg
said. “To be honest I think it’s the
coaches who are more competitive
sometimes.”
Vandenberg wasn’t kidding. Powderpuff teams are coached by the
same athletes who represent Laurier
in the Ontario University Athletics
(OUA) conference.
Vandenberg himself is on the varsity hockey team. When he first witnessed Powderpuff, he was very impressed when he saw the calibre of
the female football players.
“After watching a couple of games
I was very surprised of the talent and the competitiveness of the
girls on the field,” he said. “They did
a great job and to play in the elements that they played in was very

impressive.”
Vandenberg also gave credit to all
the organizers for their collaborations with the tournament.
“From the whole tournament perspective to the after party I think everything ran smoothly,” he said.
The entire tournament’s proceeds
go toward the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation. This year, Letterman predicts that after expenses,
they were able to raise $10,000. Last
year, the two tournaments combined raised $7,000.
“I think the biggest thing is that
all the proceeds go to a great cause,”
Vandenberg added.
However, Powderpuff is thought
to be more significant to the coaches
and players, with many participants
making it the highlight of their winter semester.
Annie Hutter has been playing
Powderpuff for two years and agrees
that its community is thriving.
“All of the girls and coaches are
enthusiastic about the competition,”
she said. “I am constantly laughing
during practice and games and always having a great time.”
“Needless to say, deciding to play
Powderpuff was on of the best decisions I have made in my university
career.”
As someone who had no prior
connection to Powderpuff before
his presidency, Vandenberg was
shocked at how strong the community was.
“Just how big it is, how many people are involved and how good the
girls are,” he said about what he was
most impressed about.
“They treat it like it’s a varsity
sport.”
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SPORTS

Hawks focusing on the ‘little things’
Despite losing a game against the Lakehead Thunderwolves, men’s basketball clinches home playoff game
DREW YATES
STAFF WRITER

While for most students reading week is just around the corner,
the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
men’s basketball team is getting
ready for the Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) playoffs set for
Feb. 19.
In their final home stand of the
2013-14 season, the Hawks hosted
the Lakehead Thunderwolves over
the weekend in a doubleheader. After an impressive five-point win Friday, 93-88 over the Thunderwolves,
the Hawks came out short Saturday,
falling victim to the Thunderwolves
76-73. Despite the loss, Laurier
maintains third in the OUA West.
The loss brings their record down
to 9-11 this season, despite having a
strong fourth quarter Saturday that
kept the game close and down to the
wire.
“We didn’t play badly, we just
didn’t play great and they outcompeted us for a good chunk of the
time,” head coach Peter Campbell
said.
“I thought we got ourselves into
a big hole and then battled back
and got the lead, and I was pretty pleased with that effort but we
couldn’t maintain that effort.”
“Kudos to Lakehead. They kept
competing right through to the
wire.”
“We played hard and shot well,
but unfortunately we got out-rebounded, and just outplayed,” firstyear Owen Coulthard said.
“We tried to make the best with
what we had. It just wasn’t in the
cards today.”
Coulthard finished with nine
points, one assist and one rebound
for the night.
Fifth-year guard Max Allin had
another strong game, finishing with
16 points, four assists and nine

“You need to concentrate, you need to focus
all the time that you’re
on the court.”

—Peter Campbell, men’s basketball
head coach

rebounds in his final regular season
game of his career.
His performance Saturday and 30
points Friday pushes him to seventh
all-time in OUA scoring.
In their journey to secure home
court advantage coming into the
playoffs next week, the Hawks know
they have a lot of work to do if they
want to be successful.
“I think what we’re trying to do is
we’re trying to get a little more consistent with our play. We had some
good moments but we still revert
back to some bad things and we’re
trying to clear that as we go,” Campbell said. “It’s an ongoing battle. But
I think we’re just trying to get ready
to a point that when it comes to that
playoff game — cause they’re all
sudden death — that we’re ready to
play right away. We’re ready to play
40 minutes worth of basketball.”
Every player has their own way to
prepare themselves for upcoming
challenges. For Coulthard, it boils
down to bringing his game from
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Jamar Forde carries the ball during Saturday night’s game against Lakehead. Laurier lost 76-73.

practice to the game court.
“I just try to make the most out
of every opportunity that I get,”
Coulthard said. “Try to push myself
in practice and all the other guys to
try and make us better. Remembering to do what I do best; shoot the
ball and trying to make things happen offensively. Trying to push forward instead of back.”
Campbell knows how to keep his
boys motivated heading into the

postseason.
“The message all along is ‘you’ve
got to concentrate and you’ve got to
do the little things,’” Campbell said.
“Tonight we missed a couple foul
shots that would’ve had a big impact
on that game, because it turned out
we had a foul at the end and we lost
by three. If we made those foul shots
we might have been ahead at the end
and not had to foul.”
“You need to concentrate, you

need to focus all the time that you’re
on the court,” he continued.
As of Monday, Laurier had
clinched a home playoff game in the
first round of the playoffs. They will
wait to see who they will host after
the final week of the regular season.
The Hawks finish their season
when they go on the road to play
McMaster on Wednesday and Western on Saturday.
–With files from Josh Peters

Women’s basketball
hangs on to second place
Laurier suffers worst loss of season in weekend doubleheader
SAUL LEWIS
CORD SPORTS
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Whitney Ellenor dribbles the ball to the net during Saturday’s loss.

In the second game of a double
header between the Wilfrid Laurier
Golden Hawks women’s basketball
team and the Lakehead Thunderwolves, the Golden Hawks were unable to sweep the weekend series
and were handed their worst loss of
the season, 74-47.
After a ten-point win Friday, defeating Lakehead 75-65, the Hawks
got off to an extremely slow start
Saturday night and were unable to
get back into the game after struggling immensely and being outscored 32-13 in the first half.
“Lakehead came out with more
desperation and intensity than we
did. They’re trying to lock up a playoff spot and I thought we really
struggled at both ends of the floor —
especially with our finishing,” head
coach Paul Falco.
With only two games left in the
Ontario University Athletics (OUA)
regular season schedule, Lakehead
is fighting for a position in the playoffs, while the Golden Hawks are
trying to secure home court advantage as the second seed in the OUA
West.
As of Monday, Laurier clinched
a first-round home game, but their
opponent will not be decided until
the final games finish.
After the game, Paul Falco was
asked how important the final two

games are for the Golden Hawks.
“Obviously they’re important;
every game has been important in
such a tight league, very competitive
league, one through six and we’re
going to approach this week as we
have the rest of them,” he said.
“[We’re going to] take them one
game at a time and come and try to
play our best basketball that we have
played so far this year.”
After being outscored 17-9 in the
first quarter Saturday, Laurier continued to struggle in the second only
scoring four points and went into
the half down by 19.
Lakehead’s leading scorer and
second-highest OUA scorer Jylisa
Williams outscored the entire Laurier team in the first half enroute to an
amazing 21 points and 21 rebounds
in yet another stellar performance.
Coach Falco after the game
praised Williams’ performance.
“Williams had a whale of a ball
game and we weren’t able to keep
her off the glass and she finished
better than she did the first night.”
Williams finished with 22 points
and 15 rebounds Friday night.
The Hawks struggled to get into
the lane throughout the game and
the Lakehead forwards were able
to box out and grab 50 rebounds to
Laurier’s 32.
Although Laurier scored only 13
points in the first half, they came
out in the second half and put up 20
third-quarter points only to slow

down again in the fourth and score
only 14.
“I think offensively we had to
trust our shots a little more and be
confident in our takes and stick with
it when we had good looks,” Falco
said.
“We needed to get a little closer
to the hoop, we were taking a lot of
threes and they weren’t falling for
us so we were looking to get higher
percentage shots.”
It was also Laurier’s last home
game of the season before heading
into playoffs, so four seniors were
honoured for their final regular season home game.
Kimberley Yeldon, Bree Chaput,
Laura Doyle and Doreen Bonsu will
all be graduating in April.
“It was emotional, you know, it
was great to see some of the alumni
in the crowd and friends and family that have supported us these past
four years,” fourth-year Bonsu said.
With the weekend split, Laurier
drops to 15-5 and just two points
ahead of Western for second place in
the OUA West division.
The Hawks will look to rebound
from their loss on Wednesday when
they take on McMaster and then
with their last game of the regular
season on Saturday against Western. Laurier’s game against the
Mustangs will be pivotal for placing
in the OUA West and could potentially determine who finishes second and third.

